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Literary analysis 
“We are punished for our refusals. Every impulse that we strive to strangle broods in the mind, and poisons us. The body sins once, and has done with its sin, for action is a mode of purification” (chapter 2, page 20-21) In this quote, Lord Henry starts seducing Dorian and convincing him that youth beauty are everything. He starts comparing the days of glory in ancient Greece where the appreciation of beauty reigned and present life. Oscar Wilde is an Irish author and poet who published a novel called “The Picture of Dorian Gray”. He was born on October 16, 1854 in Dublin. Oscar Wilde was famous for his playwrights. It took place in London, England. There are three main characters in the novel, Dorian Grey, Basil, and Lord Henry. The story revolves around the picture that depicts Dorian Gray, playing a crucial role in Dorian’s life. As reading the novel, the readers realize that the motifs and themes are associated with the seven deadly sins. 
Negative consequence of influence is one of the four themes in the novel. This is mostly Lord Henry in this story. He is the character that has a negative influence on Dorian gray. “My dear boy, no woman is a genius. Women are a decorative sex. They never have anything to say, but they say it charmingly. Women represent the triumph of matter over mid, just as men represent the triumph of mind over morals."(Chapter 4, page 51) “Dorian Gray is my dearest friend," he said. "He has a simple and a beautiful nature. Your aunt was quite right in what she said of him. Don't spoil him. Don't try to influence him. Your influence would be bad. The world is wide, and has many marvelous people in it. Don't take away from me the one person who gives to my art whatever charm it possesses: my life as an artist depends on him. Mind, Harry, I trust you." (Chapter 1, page 16) This shows how Basil is worried that Lord Henry will change his friend Dorian from good to bad. Another theme is superficialness nature of society. In the story the fear of aging and the wish to be young forever, these are the general fears and wishes of society. An example is "Some day you will look at your friend, and he will seem to you to be a little out of drawing, or you won't like his tone of color, or something” (chapter 1, page 14). Another example is “No, you don’t feel it now. Someday when your old an wrinkled and ugly, when the thought has seared your forehead with its lines, and passion branded your lips with its hideous fires, you will feel it, you will feel it terribly” (chapter 2, page 24). Lord Henry tells Dorian how youth and appearance is very important. The third theme is the purpose of art, which is the point the author is trying to prove by the influence that the painting had on Dorian. "An artist should create beautiful things, but should put nothing of his own life into them." (Chapter 1, page 13).  Another quote that shows the purpose of art is “All art is at once surface and symbol” (preface, page 2) the author talks a lot about art in the novel, so art is very important. Supremacy of youth and beauty is another theme. "But beauty, real beauty, ends where an intellectual expression begins. Intellect is in itself a mode of exaggeration, and destroys the harmony of any face.” (Chapter 1, page 5) another quote is “Because you have the most marvelous youth, and youth is the one thing worth having.” (Chapter 2, page 24). 
	Motifs are literary devices that can help you find the theme of the story. There are three motifs in the novel. The first one is the picture of Dorian Gray, “This portrait to him the most magical of mirrors” (chapter 8, page 110). “Basil had painted the portrait that had married his life. He could not forgive him that. It was the portrait that had everything.” (Chapter 20 Page 186). The second motif is homoerotic male relationship. “I fancy that the boy will be well off. He is not of age yet.” (Chapter 3, Page 37) another example is “My dear boy, no woman is a genius. Women are a decorative sex. They never have anything to say, but they say it charmingly. Women represent the triumph of matter over mind, just as men represent the triumph of mind over morals.”(Chapter 4, page 51). The third motif is the color white. White represents innocence, love, clear, and purity as shown in the following quotes, “Grace was his, and the white purity of boyhood, and beauty such as old Greek marbles.” (Chapter 3, Page 39) “Though your sins be as scarlet, yet I will make them as white as snow?” (Chapter 13, page 162). 
	The Picture of Dorian Gray exhibits all of the seven deadly sins, starting off with the most serious sin, vanity. “Appreciate it? I am in love with it, Basil. It is part of myself. I feel that.” (Chapter 2, page 30) “I really can’t exhibit it. I have put too much of myself into it.” (Chapter 1, page 14). Next is lust, it is sexual desire. “He could not help liking the tall, graceful young man who was standing by him.”(Chapter 2, page 23) “That is one of the great secrets of life, to cure the soul by means of the senses, and the senses by means of the soul. You are wonderful creation.” (Chapter 2, page 27). The third sin is gluttony, "I will go out to the garden with you. It is horribly hot in the studio. Basil, let us have something iced to drink, something with strawberries in it."  (Chapter 2, Page 27) “If you let anyone have it but me, Basil I shall never forgive you!” (Chapter 2, page 30). Forth sin is avarice, which is greed for money. “He had two large town houses, but preferred to live in chambers as it was less trouble, and took most of his meals at his club.”(Chapter 3, page 34) another example is “However, as I said if he’s rich…” (Chapter 5, page 58). The fifth sin is sloth, “How sad it is! I shall grow old, and horrible, and dreadful. But the picture will remain always young.” (Chapter 2, page 31) “Youth is the only thing worth having. When I find that I am growing old I shall kill myself." (Chapter 2, page 31). The sixth sin is wrath, it is anger. “He rushed at him, and dug the knife into the great vein that is behind his crushing the man’s head down on the table and stabbing again and again.” (Chapter 13, page 134) “If he ever does you any wrong, I shall kill him.” (Chapter 5, page 63). The last sin is envy. Envy is jealousy. "I am jealous of everything whose beauty does not die. I am jealous of the portrait you have painted of me. Why should I keep what I must lose? Every moment that passes takes something from me, and gives something to it. Oh, if it were only the other way! If the picture would change, and I could be always what I am now!"(Chapter 2, page 31) "Yes, Mr. Gray, the gods have been good to you. But what the gods give they quickly take away. You have only a few years in which to live really, perfectly, and fully. When your youth goes, your beauty will go with it, and then you will suddenly discover that there are no triumphs left for you." (Chapter 2, page 28)
	It was a matter of life and death, Dorian decided to summon Campbell to help him get rid of Basil’s body. Campbell did not want to get involved at firs but when Dorian threatened to expose him, he had no choice. It was up to the readers to guess what Dorian had over Campbell, but judging from all the facts, there is a chance that Campbell was homosexual. James vane knew that Dorian was the man he was looking for because when the lady called him “prince charming” he immediately knew it was him. James wanted to kill Dorian for what happened to Sibyl. Dorian goes to his estate at Selby because he has guests. Dorian was afraid that James would find him, every time he closes his eyes, he sees James. Oscar Wilde symbolizes the picture of Dorian gray, the picture symbolize youth. The youth Dorian wishes to have forever. Another symbol is the yellow book that was given to him by Lord Henry, who is a negative influence to Dorian. He bases his actions in life on that book which represents bad influences. Throughout the novel, the seven deadly sins are clearly noticeable between the themes and motifs. 
	











